
A Life of Service… A Radical Life     
Ephesians 4:20-24 

 
While on vacation I visit many thrift stores looking for sound tracts and books 
   There is an extreme book that talks about an extreme view of the Christian life: 
 They are to forfeit their rights          Suffer             that’s a bit extreme  
 Maybe die for the sake of Christ   Despise your own life  

Turn away from the things of this world    Remain single if you can 
 Not to live for your own desires    Deny themselves   lose their life 
 Die to own interests and live entirely for the Lord      Willing to give up everything 
 It is about taking up a cross    Wholehearted,  
 Total surrender. 
 
The book I am talking about happens to be right in front of you.  The Bible 
     What lies behind such an extreme view of life?  The Cross 
     Why would this book state such radical claims and calls?  The Cross 
  
We are claimed by Christ and thus belong to Him, and our lives must match His radical life.  
          PRAY 
 
We are dipping back into Ephesians. I want to draw your attention to chapter 4 starting with  v17 
Why is the world like it is?  They are darkened, excluded, callous, self-seeking lifestyles.   
       If this is difficult for you to understand and picture, let me replace a few words w/ America 

The world is estranged from the Gospel and life.   
We are not to live like or conduct our lives just as the world and surrounding culture. 
The world is a place of tragedy without the hope of God because of a continued resistance to 
the knowledge of God.  Yet we as Christians live in the hope of God found in Jesus. 
     Thankfully spiritual arthritis is not an incurable spiritual disease.   
                 The prescription for its cure involves what is found in the following verses. 
In contrast to the bleak terms darkness and despair, Christians have constant spiritual renewal. 
 
Let’s move on to 20-24 
You, however, did not come to know Christ that way.  Surely you heard of him                        
and were taught in him in accordance with the truth that is in Jesus.  To put off your old self,  
which belongs to your former manner of life and is corrupt through deceitful desires.  To be 
renewed in the spirit of your mind, to put on the new self, created after the likeness of God in 
true righteousness and holiness. 

In the layout of this section we have 3 verbs that have an imperative force which are 
dependent on the verb “you were taught”.   

 
We see here that our lives are to be determined by our relationship with Jesus and our identity 
in Him.  Our behavior must not represent that of the world as we allow the Holy Spirit to change 
our way of thinking. 
The following sections in chapter 4 and 5 explain and unpack what these verses state. 
   Today we are going to get a big picture of this teaching and  
              the following weeks look at the examples and “how to” living out our new identity.       
 
You, however, did not come to know Christ that way.   
Surely you heard of him and were taught in him in accordance with the truth that is in Jesus.   
      Here is a wording oddity.  Literally “You did not learn the Christ this way” 

To learn does not have a direct object of what they learned or content.   science class 



Here the object is not things but a person.  To learn is never connected with a person as 
the object.  We are to learn a person.  This is not just facts about Christ. Not just learned 
information of Christ but learn Him marked out in the Christian life and in relation to him. 

This is not learning about Christianity but about Christ.  
Learning is not data but the person- he is the object.    

    
   How does one learn a person?  You live with them     Amber and I  

Christ is the subject, the teacher, and the classroom.   
        The conduct of our lives is to match the life of Jesus in his earthly ministry. 
        The teaching and example of Jesus himself, helps understand our identity in Christ 
I belong to Christ and have conformity to Christ,  
    thus obedience is a way to express our loyalty and love to the one who died for them.   
The extreme radical view of life is a response to the greatness of the cross. 

The transformation of behavior requires a relationship with Jesus. 
Know God and respond to His revelation found in Jesus. 

 
After we hear and believe the Gospel we continue to lean about Christ and the Christian life. 
We at Maranatha are honored to have a rich heritage and tradition of teaching found in this  

radical book.  We have many ministries that help and assist you to grow deeper. 
The forms of ministries and programs change though out the years which is fine. 
We are not married to forms and programs,  

what we live for is not the form or programs but the function.   
We live for community, worship and ministry and discipleship, continuing to mature in Christ. 

Our goal is to assist you in your growth in Christ, you disciple your family at home 
      And growing your faith at home.  

    We have been receiving sound instruction of His teaching and will continue at this church. 
 
Now the three verbs come, three exhortations, this we are called to do 

These 3 are dependent on you were taught. 
3 infinitives that have a commanding force of what they have been taught  

(we need to be continuing to learn about these areas) 
 

The first is …To put off your old self 
Take off the old self  Common ancient metaphor of taking off and putting on. 
       The old way of life can only lead to destruction  
Make a clean break with ungodly thinking and behavior that prevails in the culture around us.   

We are not to live like the world our lives are determined by our relationship with Jesus. 
 We must think and live differently, we must turn from sinful ways, from darkness. 

We don’t have a darkened mind, we have a new illuminated heart 1:18 
     Making a conscience daily decision to remove anything that is worldly or feeds the old self. 
  
 
To be renewed by the spirit of your mind 
                The world’s misguided thinking left them in the darkness. 
So how do you be renewed in the spirit of your mind? 
Be renewed by the Holy Spirit changes our way of thinking. 
Let the Spirit renew your thinking 
We have a new identity in Christ and the Holy Spirit changes the way we are to think. 
 
 
 



 
 
to put on the new self,  
Put on the new self   
The metaphor of putting off and on does not simply mean promising to behave differently.  
 If I gave some of you Viking fans my Reggie jersey, you may look like a Pack fan on the  

outside but you are not one on the inside 
                              or wearing it will help you become one, no  
We don’t life differently to obtain a new life, we live differently because we have a new life.  
It is the gracious action of the Holy Spirit moving believers into a different sphere where the new 
rule of life obtains.  
Only ones with inner transformation can truly take off the old and put on the new. 
We have been given new life and a dramatic transformation that has taken place in our 
conversion.   
 
created after the likeness of God in true righteousness and holiness. 

We are created anew to live in the likeness of God 
Our old human experience has been changed to a new human “created in the pattern of God” 
We have a higher standard of behavior that comes from our new life in Christ and thinking. 
Righteous and holy 

As Tony reminded us last week. 
We are to fan the flames of our love for Christ by remembering and repenting and  
returning to God 

 
Is this radical life possible?   
If you have had the dramatic transformation of the new life in Christ- yes. 

“for the people in Christ the whole life is to be a joyful expression of our thanks for the 
grace God has shown them in Jesus Christ.  They gladly yield their lives to serve the 
One who gave up everything for them.” 

He died for me, I’ll life for Him 
 
This is all possible because of our position in Christ.   
Our lives are to be determined by our relationship with Jesus and our identity in Him.  Our 
behavior must not represent that of the world as we allow the Holy Spirit to change our way of 
thinking. 
 
 
Communion 

When people become believers in Christ they are joined to Jesus  
in sharing in His death and resurrection.   

What we remember and celebrate here is the motivation to live right.   
We live a new life because we have new life. 

 
 
Benevolence  


